
Below you’ll find a guide for worshipping at home on Holy Thursday, also known as Maundy Thursday. It 
includes some scriptures from the Last Supper plus some prayers. 

The service also includes a time for you to wash one another’s hands or feet, and a time to serve one 
another Holy Communion. 

Our Bishop has given us permission to have “virtual Holy Communion” in this extraordinary time.  This is 
done in community while participating in an online worship service. 

Join us on Facebook Live on Thursday, April 9 at 6:30pm as we worship together 
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/ 

If your faith tradition has not given this permission, or you’re unable to worship with us live, consider 
replacing the communion portion of the service with a Love Feast. Instead of serving each other Holy 
Communion, share testimonies of God’s grace and goodness as you share sweet rolls and drinks. After 
the sharing, pray for one another and our world. 

Here are some questions to get you started if you are having a Love Feast: 

 Where have you seen the goodness of God lately? 
 How did you come to faith in Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
 How are you growing in God’s grace? 

What you will need for Holy Week at Home, Maundy Thursday: 

 A candle and something to light it with 
 A large bowl, a pitcher of water, soap, and a hand towel for each person 
 Copies of this resource for each person (optional if you're joining us for online worship) 
 For Holy Communion- Plain bread, pita, crackers, or matzo. A small cup(s) of grape juice or red 

wine for each person 
 For a Love Feast- A sweet roll for each person. A cup of coffee, tea, or hot chocolate for each 

person. 

To begin: 

 Gather all you will need for the service 
 Gather your household in a quiet place. Silence all electronics. 
 Join us for the live online worship service. 
 If you are not joining us for the live online worship service, distribute copies of this resource 

and decide who will lead each prayer and scripture reading. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCSarasota/


OPENING PRAYER- Modeled after a Jewish Sabbath prayer 
PASTOR 
Light the candle 

Let’s pray this prayer together. Repeat after me 

Merciful God, our Rescuer and Redeemer 
Open wide our minds, to receive your Holy Word 
sweep hands around to forehead 
Open wide our hearts, to receive your saving love 
sweep hands around to the chest 
Open wide our spirits, and fill us full of light 
sweep hands around to a cupped position in front of your chest 

JESUS WASHES THE DISCIPLES’ FEET 
– John 13:1-17, 34-35 NRSV 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 

During supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was tied around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to 
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 
you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If 
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another.” 

  



WASHING ONE ANOTHER’S HANDS OR FEET 
Pastor: As a sign of Christ’s love at work in us, we serve one another and are vulnerable to one another. 

One person places their hands or feet over a bowl. Another person pours water over the hand/feet and 
uses the soap to wash. Take your time and express your care. The hands/feet are rinsed and dried. 
Repeat for every person present.  

THE SERVANT SONG - read or sing 
Brother, Sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 

Brother, Sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

CCLI Song # 72673 
Richard Gillard 
© Words: 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) Music: 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-
Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
CCLI License # 686715 

  



JESUS REVEALS THOSE WHO WILL BETRAY AND DENY HIM  
– John 13:21-30, 36-38 NRSV 
After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 

One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter, therefore, 
motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, 
“Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it 
in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 

After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are 
going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas 
had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should 
give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night. 

Later Simon Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you 
cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you 
now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I 
tell you, before the cock crows, you will have denied me three times. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Denial, by Steve Garnaas Holmes 

ALL: 
I deny you, Christ when I deny my own divinity. 
I deny you when I deny the divinity of those I condemn. 
I deny you when I do not hear you in the oppressed and rejected. 
I deny you when I turn from my glorious giftedness. 
I deny you when I am afraid to stand with those at risk. 
I deny you when in my guilt I doubt your love. 

And still, you love. 

Let remembering's bitterness awaken me. 
Let my weeping be my wisdom. 
To the frightening, to the infinite, 
to the compassionate, to the holy, 
help me say yes. 
Let me die with yes on my lips. 

Moment of silence 

If you are choosing the Love Feast option, begin now.  
When you are finished, read the closing scripture and read/sing the closing song.  

https://www.unfoldinglight.net/reflections/tmpdtzdsygnasccn7ttck4jfjbgy38?rq=denial


THE LAST SUPPER 
PASTOR: 
After the meal, Jesus prayed a prayer of thanksgiving. 
Please repeat after me: 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 
King of the Universe, 
Who has saved our ancestors from Egypt 
and who is saving us 
May your will be done 
so your name is glorified in all the earth 
and so all people 
may be moved to worship you with one accord 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 
King of the Universe, 
Who brings forth bread from the earth 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 
King of the universe, 
who creates the fruit of the vine 
Amen. (end echo) 

Then Jesus took the bread, broke it, gave it to those seated around the table and said, “Take, eat, this is 
my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave it to those seated around the table and said, “Drink from this all of you. This 
is my blood of the new covenant. Poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this as 
often as you drink it in remembrance of me.” 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here 
And on these gifts of bread and wine 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world, the Body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
The Seat of Greatest Grace by Steve Garnaas Holmes 

ALL 
Jesus, my Friend, my Beloved, my Person, 
I love you, and I will falter. 
I will deny you. I will betray you. 
Three times, ten thousand times, I will deny you. 

The silver pieces lie in my pocket 
I have the nails 

And you, knowing, invite me to your table, 
to the place of honor even, 
this seat of greatest grace, beside you, 
to share your bread with me, 
and lay down your body for me 

I can hardly look into the sun of such forgiveness, 
Love's empty tomb that defeats me, re-makes me. 

I confess. I return. 
Knowing, I follow, 
drawn in your grace, 
this burden that is light. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Persons serve each other.  

JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS FOLLOWERS AND US 
John 17, NRSV 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 
you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed.  

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 

https://www.unfoldinglight.net/reflections/eldha5ga7da6stnsxknll56bmh37x2?rq=greatest%20grace


And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was 
with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them 
was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming 
to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I 
ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth. 

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that 
they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that 
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I 
desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which 
you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 
me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

PASTOR: 
After supper, they sang a hymn and left for Gethsemane 

OH, HOW HE LOVES YOU AND ME 
Oh, how He loves you and me, 
Oh, how He loves you and me. 
He gave his life, what more could he give? 
Oh, how He loves you; Oh, how he loves me; 
Oh, how he loves you and me. 

Jesus to Calvary did go, His love for sinners to show. 
What He did there brought hope from despair. 
Oh, how He loves you; Oh, how he loves me; 
Oh, how he loves you and me. 

CCLI Song # 15850 
Kurt Kaiser © 1975 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 
CCLI License # 686715 
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Service conceived and compiled by Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia © 2020 
You are welcome to use this service with proper attribution. Please contact Lisa directly for publishing 
and posting consideration. 


